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Dear CVO,
RE:  EGYPTIAN SLAUGHTER OF PIGS FOLLOWING SWINE FLU 

I am writing to you to urgently request that the OIE uses its influence to help bring an end the appalling treatment being meted out to pigs in Egypt as part of the culling operations apparently in the wake of swine flu (A/H1N1 Influenza).  I thought you would appreciate this letter of briefing on the matter.  

Film and written reports from the Egyptian media show hundreds of pigs being dumped alive and fully conscious on top of each other in open-topped trucks where they writhe as they fight to breathe.  The animals are then driven alive to mass graves.

As the newspaper report itself says, “When the lorry is filled with 400 pigs on average, it sets off for the burial ground in Abou Zabal.  Once there, something like soft sand is sprinkled on the pigs inside the lorry.  This material is made up of factory wastes.  The pigs start to scream because of the searing pain until they die some 30 or 40 minutes later.”

I would add that the handling and slaughter of the animals are in clear breach of the OIE Guidelines on the Killing of Animals for Disease Control Purposes and the Guidelines on the Transport of Animals by Land.  Egypt is a member of the OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health).  I am aware that the OIE has counselled against the culling of pigs following swine flu on the grounds that this will not help safeguard public or animal health in the face of the current A/H1N1 Influenza situation.

Clearly, this incident highlights the urgent need for intergovernmental agencies, and the OIE in particular, to use their influence in bringing an end to this most appalling practice in Egypt.  It also underlines the need for greater enforcement measures to ensure that OIE guidelines on animal welfare are carried out in country.

As the Chief Veterinary Officer for this country I urge you to use your influence as a member of OIE   in bringing an immediate end to this inhumane killing of pigs in Egypt and to ensuring that measures are put in place to prevent a repeat of this appalling incident in the future.

With all best wishes, 
Yours sincerely
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